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THE ACTIVITY:
More than anything, Ramona wants her family to be happy. But sometimes she focuses 
on problems and doesn’t see the love and joy her family shares. Ask students to 
identify and list pieces of evidence from the Ramona books to show that the Quimbys 
are a happy family. For example, in Ramona Quimby, Age 8 (Ch. 9), Ramona refers to 
her family as a “nice sticking-together family.” 

After discussing students’ fi ndings, ask them to write about what makes a happy 
family. They should provide examples to support their opinions either from their own 
experiences or from their reading. Then ask students to read their pieces aloud in 
a small group and ask the others to voice their opinions on whether they agree or 
disagree and why. 

THE EVIDENCE:
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.

A HAPPY QUIMBY FAMILY

 P
er

m
is

si
on

 to
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

 a
nd

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
e 

th
is

 p
ag

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 g

ra
nt

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
co

py
ri

gh
t h

ol
de

r, 
H

ar
pe

rC
ol

lin
s 

Pu
bl

is
he

rs
. A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d.
 A

rt
 b

y 
Ja

cq
ue

lin
e 

R
og

er
s.

 ©
 2

01
3 

H
ar

pe
rC

ol
lin

s 
Pu

bl
is

he
rs

.

CCSM —  W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
Activities prepared by Susan Geye, Coordinator of Library Services, Everman, Texas. 


