
READERS AREN’T BORN. 
THEY’RE MADE. America is losing a battle in our schools.

Children everywhere are struggling to learn

how to read. Meet these children and the

parents, teachers, and principals fighting to

win the battle against illiteracy.

www.pbs.org/twoschools
or visit our main Web site: www.ReadingRockets.org
Reading Rockets is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs.

Two Schools.
One Problem.

Walton Elementary, Fort Worth, Texas
Many students can’t read and some can’t
even sing the alphabet when they first enter
Walton. For five years, the school has
focused on reading — and the results have
been dramatic. But first graders like Tavares
Gross show that even strong schools must
struggle to help kids who can’t read. 

Bearden Elementary, Sumner, Mississippi
You could almost forgive Superintendent
Reggie Barnes if he gave up on the kids in
this Mississippi Delta school district. Nearly
everyone else has. This year he's bringing to
the school a new reading program, some
new teachers, and a major grant from an
Internet tycoon. But will that be enough? 

A TALE OF TWO SCHOOLS

37% 
of American
fourth graders
read below the
basic level.

Narrated by 
Morgan Freeman

A documentary coming 
to PBS fall 2003 
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